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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods and devices for transmitting or receiving data in a
wireless local area network are provided. The method in one
embodiment includes transmitting, by a transmitter, a first
long training field (LTF) to a receiver; transmitting, by the
transmitter, a very high throughput (VHT)-SIG-A field to the
receiver; transmitting, by the transmitter, a second LTF for
multiple input multiple output (MIMO) channel estimation to
the receiver; transmitting, by the transmitter, a VHT-SIG-B
field to the receiver; and transmitting, by the transmitter, a
data field to the receiver, wherein the first LTF, the VHT-
SIG-A field, the second LTF, the VHT-SIG-B field and the
data field are sequentially transmitted, and wherein the sec-
ond LTF and the data field are mapped to at least one spatial
stream based on a mapping matrix but the first LTF and the
VHT SIG-A field are not mapped to the at least one spatial
stream.
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FIG. 8
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1
METHOD FOR TRANSMITTING CONTROL
INFORMATION AND APPARATUS FOR THE
SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of co-pending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/520,769 filed on Jul. 5, 2012,
which is the National Stage of PCT/KR2011/000860 filed on
Feb. 9, 2011, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/303,684 filed on Feb. 12, 2010, U.S.
Provisional Application No. 61/307,429 filed on Feb. 23,
2010 and U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/375,299 filed
on Aug. 20, 2010, the entire contents of all of the above
applications are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to wireless communications,
and more particularly, to a method for transmitting control
information with high reliability in a wireless local area net-
work (WLAN) system and an apparatus supporting the
method.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

With the advancement of information communication
technologies, various wireless communication technologies
have recently been developed. Among the wireless commu-
nication technologies, a wireless local area network (WLAN)
is a technology whereby Internet access is possible in a wire-
less fashion in homes or businesses or in a region providing a
specific service by using a portable terminal such as a per-
sonal digital assistant (PDA), a laptop computer, a portable
multimedia player (PMP), etc.

Ever since the institute of electrical and electronics engi-
neers (IEEE) 802, i.e., a standardization organization for
WLAN technologies, was established in February 1980,
many standardization works have been conducted.

In the initial WLAN technology, a frequency of 2.4 GHz
was used according to the IEEE 802.11 to support a data rate
of'1 to 2 Mbps by using frequency hopping, spread spectrum,
infrared communication, etc. Recently, the WL AN technol-
ogy can support a data rate of up to 54 Mbps by using orthogo-
nal frequency division multiplex (OFDM). In addition, the
IEEE 802.11 is developing or commercializing standards of
various technologies such as quality of service (QoS)
improvement, access point protocol compatibility, security
enhancement, radio resource measurement, wireless access
in vehicular environments, fast roaming, mesh networks,
inter-working with external networks, wireless network man-
agement, etc.

The IEEE 802.11n is a technical standard relatively
recently introduced to overcome a limited data rate which has
been considered as a drawback in the WLAN. The IEEE
802.11n is devised to increase network speed and reliability
and to extend an operational distance of a wireless network.
More specifically, the IEEE 802.11n supports a high through-
put (HT), i.e., a data processing rate of up to above 540 Mbps,
and is based on a multiple input and multiple output (MIMO)
technique which uses multiple antennas in both a transmitter
and a receiver to minimize a transmission error and to opti-
mize a data rate. In addition, this standard may use a coding
scheme which transmits several duplicate copies to increase
data reliability and also may use the OFDM to support a
higher data rate.
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AnIEEE 802.11n HT WLAN system employs an HT green
field physical layer convergence procedure (PLCP) protocol
data unit (PPDU) format which is a PPDU format designed
effectively for an HT station (STA) and which can be used in
a system consisting of only HT STAs supporting IEEE
802.11n in addition to a PPDU format supporting a legacy
STA. In addition, an HT-mixed PPDU format which is a
PPDU format defined such that a system in which the legacy
STA and the HT STA coexist can support an HT system.

With the widespread use of the WL AN and the diversifi-
cation of applications using the WLAN, there is a recent
demand for a new WLAN system to support a higher through-
put in comparison with a data processing rate supported by
the IEEE 802.11n. A very high throughput (VHT) WLAN
system is a next version of the IEEE 802.11n WL AN system,
and is one of IEEE 802.11 WLAN systems which have
recently been proposed to support a data processing rate of
above 1 Gbps in a medium access control (MAC) service
access point (SAP).

The VHT WLAN system allows simultaneous channel
access of a plurality of VHT STAs for the effective use of a
radio channel. For this, a multi-user multiple input multiple
output (MU-MIMO)-based transmission using multiple
antennas is supported. The VHT AP can perform spatial divi-
sion multiple access (SDMA) transmission for transmitting
spatial-multiplexed data to the plurality of VHT STAs. When
data is simultaneously transmitted by distributing a plurality
of'spatial streams to the plurality of STAs by using a plurality
of antennas, an overall throughput of the WL AN system can
be increased.

Since a PPDU transmitted by the VHT AP and/or the VHT
STA is transmitted through a plurality of spatial streams by
using beamforming, in order to acquire data by using the
PPDU, control information for the PPDU is required by the
VHT STA and/or the VHT AP for receiving the PPDU. The
control information may be transmitted by being included in
the transmitted PPDU. Although the control information is
not significant in terms of size and number, the control infor-
mation is relatively important since the control information is
a basic element for interpreting the PPDU for data acquisi-
tion. Accordingly, there is a need for a method capable of
transmitting the control information with high reliability.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a method for transmitting
control information with high reliability in a wireless local
area network (WLAN) system and an apparatus supporting
the method.

In an aspect, a method for transmitting control information
in a wireless communication system is provided. The method
includes transmitting common control information including
amultiple input multiple output (MIMO) indicator indicating
single user-MIMO (SU-MIMO) or multi user-MIMO (MU-
MIMO) to a receiver, generating first precoded dedicated
control information by performing precoding on dedicated
control information including information for the
MU-MIMO by the use of a first precoding matrix, generating
second precoded dedicated control information by perform-
ing precoding on the first precoded dedicated control infor-
mation by the use of a second precoding matrix and transmit-
ting the second precoded dedicated control information to the
receiver.

The first precoding matrix may be defined according to the
number of all spatial streams for the MU-MIMO.

The second precoding matrix may be defined according to
the number of spatial streams allocated to the receiver.
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The second precoding matrix may be selected from at least
one column vector of a discrete Fourier transform (DFT)
matrix M-, expressed by

1 1 1
g R Dm)

| D IR N=DN-1)

where N is the number of spatial streams to be transmitted
to the receiver, n is a constant indicating a row, and m is a
constant indicating a column.

The second precoding matrix may be determined alter-
nately to the at least one column vector of the DFT matrix in
each of at least one subcarrier used for transmission of the
second precoded dedicated control information.

The second precoding matrix may be defined such that a
phase shift is performed on each of at least one subcarrier
used for transmission of the second precoded dedicated con-
trol information.

The method may further include scrambling the dedicated
control information by using a scrambling code.

The scrambling code may be generated based on a unique
identifier of the receiver.

The common control information may include sub-infor-
mation indicating the number of spatial streams allocated to
the receiver and the scrambling code may be determined
based on a value indicated by an index allocated to the sub-
information indicating the number of spatial streams.

The scrambling code may be a pseudo noise (PN)
sequence.

In another aspect, a wireless apparatus is provided. The
wireless apparatus includes a processor and a transceiver
operationally coupled to the processor to transmit and receive
a frame. The processor is configured for transmitting com-
mon control information including a multiple input multiple
output (MIMO) indicator indicating single user-MIMO (SU-
MIMO) or multi user-MIMO (MU-MIMO) to a receiver,
generating first precoded dedicated control information by
performing precoding on dedicated control information
including information for the MU-MIMO by the use of a first
precoding matrix, generating second precoded dedicated
control information by performing precoding on the first pre-
coded dedicated control information by the use of a second
precoding matrix and transmitting the second precoded dedi-
cated control information to the receiver.

According to the present invention, control information
can be transmitted with high reliability by using a method for
transmitting control information related to multi-user mul-
tiple input multiple output (MU-MIMO) transmission by the
use of spatial diversity.

In addition, a bit sequence constituting the control infor-
mation related to MU-MIMO transmission is randomized
through scrambling to decrease interference between stations
(STAs).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a physical layer architecture of the institute of
electrical and electronics engineers (IEEE) 802.11.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a physical layer
convergence procedure (PLCP) protocol data unit (PPDU)
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format used in a wireless local area network (WLAN) system
based on the IEEE 802.11n standard.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a PPDU format
that can be used in a very high throughput (VHT) WLAN
system.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a PPDU format in a VHT
WLAN system.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a PPDU frame format accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 show examples of a PPDU format
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a method of transmitting a
PPDU according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 shows an example of bit scrambling applicable to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 101is ablock diagram showing a wireless apparatus to
which an embodiment of the present invention is applicable.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A wireless local area network (WL AN) system according
to an embodiment of the present invention includes at least
one basic service set (BSS). The BSS is a set of stations
(STAs) successfully synchronized to communicate with one
another. The BSS can be classified into an independent BSS
(IBSS) and an infrastructure BSS.

The BSS includes at least one STA and an access point
(AP). The AP is a functional medium for providing a connec-
tion to STAs in the BSS through respective wireless media.
The AP can also be referred to as other terminologies such as
a centralized controller, a base station (BS), a scheduler, etc.

The STA is any functional medium including a medium
access control (MAC) and wireless-medium physical layer
(PHY) interface satisfying the institute of electrical and elec-
tronics engineers (IEEE) 802.11 standard. The STA may be
an AP or a non-AP STA. Hereinafter, the STA refers to the
non-AP STA unless specified otherwise.

The STA can be classified into a very high throughput
(VHT)-STA, a high throughput (HT)-STA, and a legacy (L)-
STA. The HT-STA is an STA supporting IEEE 802.11n. The
L-STA is an STA supporting a previous version of IEEE
802.11n, for example, IEEE 802.11a/b/g. The L-STA is also
referred to as a non-HT STA.

FIG. 1 shows an IEEE 802.11 physical layer (PHY) archi-
tecture.

The IEEE 802.11 PHY architecture includes a PHY layer
management entity (PLME), a physical layer convergence
procedure (PLCP) sub-layer 110, and a physical medium
dependent (PMD) sub-layer 100. The PLME provides a PHY
management function in cooperation with a MAC layer man-
agement entity (MLME). The PLCP sub-layer 110 located
between a MAC sub-layer 120 and the PMD sub-layer 100
delivers to the PMD sub-layer 100 a MAC protocol data unit
(MPDU) received from the MAC sub-layer 120 under the
instruction of the MAC layer, or delivers to the MAC sub-
layer 120 a frame received from the PMD sub-layer 100. The
PMD sub-layer 100 is a lower layer of the PDCP sub-layer
and serves to enable transmission and reception of a PHY
entity between two STAs through a radio medium. The
MPDU delivered by the MAC sub-layer 120 is referred to as
a physical service data unit (PSDU) in the PLCP sub-layer
110. Although the MPDU is similar to the PSDU, when an
aggregated MPDU (A-MPDU) in which a plurality of
MPDUSs are aggregated is delivered, individual MPDUs and
PSDUs may be different from each other.

The PLCP sub-layer 110 attaches an additional field
including information required by a PHY transceiver to the
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MPDU in a process of receiving the MPDU from the MAC
sub-layer 120 and delivering a PSDU to the PMD sub-layer
100. The additional field attached in this case may be a PLCP
preamble, a PLCP header, tail bits required on a data field, etc.
The PLCP preamble serves to allow a receiver to prepare a
synchronization function and antenna diversity before the
PSDU is transmitted. The PLCP header includes a field that
contains information on a PL.CP protocol data unit (PDU) to
be transmitted, which will be described below in greater
detail with reference to FIG. 2.

The PLCP sub-layer 110 generates a PL.CP protocol data
unit (PPDU) by attaching the aforementioned field to the
PSDU and transmits the generated PPDU to a reception STA
via the PMD sub-layer. The reception STA receives the
PPDU, acquires information required for data recovery from
the PLCP preamble and the PLCP header, and recovers the
data.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a PPDU format
used ina WLAN system based on the IEEE 802.11n standard.

FIG. 2(a) shows a legacy PPDU (L-PPDU) format for a
PPDU used in the existing IEEE 802.11a/b/g.

An L-PPDU 210 includes an L-STF field 211, an L-LTF
field 212, an L-SIG field 213, and a data field 214.

The L-STF field 211 is used for frame timing acquisition,
automatic gain control (AGC) convergence, coarse frequency
acquisition, etc.

The L-LTF field 212 is used for frequency offset and chan-
nel estimation.

The L-SIG field 213 includes control information for
demodulation and decoding of the data field 214.

The L-PPDU may be transmitted in the order of the L-STF
field 211, the L-LTF field 212, the L-SIG field 213, and the
data field 214.

FIG. 2(b) is a diagram showing an HT-mixed PPDU format
in which an L-STA and an HT-STA can coexist. An HT-mixed
PPDU 220 includes an L-STF field 221, an L-LTF field 222,
an L-SIG field 223, an HT-SIG field 224, an HT-STF field
225, a plurality of HT-LTF fields 226, and a data field 227.

The L-STF field 221, the L-LTF field 222, and the L-SIG
field 223 are identical to those shown in FIG. 2(a). Therefore,
the L-STA caninterpret the data field by using the L-STF field
221, the L-LTF field 222, and the L-SIG field 223 even if the
HT-mixed PPDU 220 is received. The L-LTF field 222 may
further include information for channel estimation to be per-
formed by the HT-STA in order to receive the HT-mixed
PPDU 220 and to interpret the L-SIG field 223, the HT-SIG
field 224, and the HT-STF field 225.

The HT-STA can know that the HT-mixed PPDU 220 is a
PPDU dedicated to the HT-STA by using the HT-SIG field
224 located next to the L-SIG field 223, and thus can demodu-
late and decode the data field 227.

The HT-STF field 225 may be used for frame timing syn-
chronization, AGC convergence, etc., for the HT-STA.

The HT-LTF field 226 may be used for channel estimation
for demodulation of the data field 227. Since the IEEE
802.11n supports single user-MIMO (SU-MIMO), a plurality
of the HT-LTF fields 226 may be configured for channel
estimation for each of data fields transmitted through a plu-
rality of spatial streams.

The HT-LTF field 226 may consist of a data HT-LTF used
for channel estimation for a spatial stream and an extension
HT-LTF additionally used for full channel sounding. There-
fore, the number of the plurality of HT-LTF fields 226 may be
equal to or greater than the number of spatial streams to be
transmitted.

The L-STF field 221, the L-LTF field 222, and the L-SIG
field 223 are transmitted first so that the L-STA also can
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acquire data by receiving the HT-mixed PPDU 220. Thereat-
ter, the HT-SIG field 224 is transmitted for demodulation and
decoding of data transmitted for the HT-STA.

Up to fields located before the HT-SIG field 224, transmis-
sion is performed without beamforming so that the L-STA
and the HT-STA can acquire data by receiving a correspond-
ing PPDU. In the subsequently fields, i.e., the HT-STF field
225, the HT-LTF 226, and the data field 227, radio signal
transmission is performed by using precoding. In this case,
the HT-STF field 225 is transmitted so that an STA that
receives a precoded signal can consider a varying part caused
by the precoding, and thereafter the plurality of HT-LTF fields
226 and the data field 227 are transmitted.

Even if an HT-STA that uses 20 MHz in an HT WLAN
system uses 52 data subcarriers per OFDM symbol, an L-STA
that also uses 20 MHz uses 48 data subcarriers per OFDM
symbol. Since the HT-SIG field 224 is decoded by using the
L-LTF field 222 in a format of the HT-mixed PPDU 220 to
support backward compatibility, the HT-SIG field 224 con-
sists of 482 data subcarriers. The HT-STF field 225 and the
HT-LTF 226 consist of 52 data subcarriers per OFDM sym-
bol. As a result, the HT-SIG field 224 is supported using %2
binary phase shift keying (BPSK), each HT-SIG field 224
consists of 24 bits, and thus 48 bits are transmitted in total.
That is, channel estimation for the L-SIG field 223 and the
HT-SIG field 224 is performed using the L-LTF field 222, and
a bit sequence constituting the L-LTF field 222 can be
expressed by Equation 1 below. The L-LTF field 222 consists
of 48 data subcarriers per one symbol, except for a DC sub-
carrier.

L 5626~{1,1,-1,-1,1,1,-1,1,1,1,1,1,1,-1,-1,1,1,-1,
1,-1,1,1,1,1,0,1,-1,-1,1,1,-1,1 ,-1,1,-1,-1,-1,~

1,-1,1,1,-1,-1,1,-1,1,-1,1,1,1,1} [Equation 1]

FIG. 2(c) is a diagram showing a format of an HT-Green-
field PPDU 230 that can be used by only an HT-STA. The
HT-GF PPDU 230 includes an HT-GF-STF field 231, an
HT-LTF1 field 232, an HT-SIG field 233, a plurality of HT-
LTF?2 fields 234, and a data field 235.

The HT-GF-STF field 231 is used for frame timing acqui-
sition and AGC.

The HT-LTF1 field 232 is used for channel estimation.

The HT-SIG field 233 is used for demodulation and decod-
ing of the data field 235.

The HT-LTF2 234 is used for channel estimation for
demodulation of the data field 235. Since the HT-STA uses
SU-MIMO, channel estimation is required for each of data
fields transmitted through a plurality of spatial streams, and
thus a plurality of HT-LTF2 fields 234 may be configured.

The plurality of HT-LTF2 fields 234 may consist of a
plurality of data HT-LTFs and a plurality of extension HT-
LTFs, similarly to the HT-LTF 226 of the HT-mixed PPDU
220.

Each of the data fields 214, 227, and 235 respectively
shown in FIG. 2(a), (b), and (¢) may include a service field, a
scrambled PSDU field, a tail bits field, and a padding bits
field.

Unlike the IEEE 802.11n standard supporting the HT, the
IEEE 802.11ac requires a higher throughput. It is called a
very high throughput (VHT) to be distinguished from the HT,
and 80 MHz bandwidth transmission and/or higher band-
width transmission (e.g., 160 MHz) are supported in the IEEE
802.11ac. In addition, multi user-MIMO (MU-MIMO) is
supported.

An amount of control information transmitted to STAs for
MU-MIMO transmission may be relatively greater than an
amount of IEEE 802.11n control information. For example,
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control information additionally required for the VHT
WLAN system may be information indicating the number of
spatial streams that must be received by each STA, informa-
tion regarding modulation and coding of data transmitted for
each STA, etc. Therefore, when MU-MIMO transmission is
performed to provide data simultaneously to a plurality of
STAs, the control information to be transmitted may increase
in amount according to the number of reception STAs.

In order to effectively transmit the increased amount of
control information to be transmitted, among a plurality of
pieces of control information required for MU-MIMO trans-
mission, control information required commonly forall STAs
and control information required individually for the STAs
may be transmitted by distinguishing the two types of control
information. Hereinafter, this will be described in greater
detail by reference to a PPDU format in a WLAN system
supporting the IEEE 802.11ac. An STA implies a VHT-STA
in the following description.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a PPDU format
that can be used in a VHT WLAN system.

Referring to FIG. 3, a PPDU 300 includes an L-STF field
310, an L-LTF field 320, an L-SIG field 330, a VHT-SIGA
field 340, a VHT-STF field 350, a VHT-LTF field 360, a
VHT-SIGB field 370, and a data field 380.

A PLCP sub-layer converts a PSDU delivered from a MAC
layer into a data field by attaching required information to the
PSDU, generates the PPDU 300 by attaching various fields
such as the L-STF field 310, the L-LTF field 320, the L-SIG
field 330, the VHT-SIGA field 340, the VHT-STF field 350,
the VHT-LTF field 360, the VHT-SIGB field 370, etc., and
transmits the PPDU 300 to one or more STAs through a PMD
layer.

The L-STF field 310 is used for frame timing acquisition,
AGC convergence, coarse frequency acquisition, etc.

The L-LTF field 320 is used for channel estimation for
demodulation of the L-SIG field 330 and the VHT-SIGA field
340.

The L-SIG field 330 is used when the L-STA receives the
PPDU to acquire data.

The VHT-SIGA field 340 is common control information
required for VHT-STAs which are MU-MIMO paired with an
AP, and includes control information required to interpret the
received PPDU 300. The VHT-SIGA field 340 includes infor-
mation for a spatial stream for each STA, bandwidth infor-
mation, identification information for indicating whether
space time block coding (STBC) is used, a group identifier
(i.e., identification information for an STA group), informa-
tionon an STA to which each group identifier is allocated, and
information related to a short guard interval (GI). Herein, the
group identifier may include whether a currently used MIMO
transmission scheme is MU-MIMO or SU-MIMO.

The VHT-STF field 350 is used to improve performance of
AGC estimation in MIMO transmission.

The VHT-LTF field 360 is used when an STA estimates a
MIMO channel. Since a VHT WLAN system supports MU-
MIMO, the VHT-LTF field 360 can be configured by the
number of spatial streams through which the PPDU 300 is
transmitted. In addition, when full channel coding is sup-
ported and is performed, the number of VHT LTFs may
increase.

The VHT-SIGB field 370 includes dedicated control infor-
mation required when the MU-MIMO paired STA receives
the PPDU 300 to acquire data. Therefore, the STA may be
designed such that the VHT-SIGB field 370 is decoded only
when the common control information included in the VHT-
SIGB field 370 indicates that a currently received PPDU is
transmitted using MU-MIMO transmission. On the contrary,
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the STA may be designed such that the VHT-SIGB field 370
is not decoded when the common control information indi-
cates that the currently received PPDU is for a single STA
(including SU-MIMO).

The VHT-SIGB field 370 includes information on each
STA’s modulation, encoding, and rate-matching. The VHT-
SIGB field 370 may have a different size according to a
MIMO transmission type (i.e., MU-MIMO or SU-MIMO)
and a channel bandwidth used for PPDU transmission.

The VHT WLAN system employs the VHT-SIGA field 340
including common control information commonly applied to
a plurality of STAs and the VHT-SIGB field 370 including
dedicated control information individually applied to the
respective STAS as described above for the effective support
of MU-MIMO. Since the VHT-SIGA field 340 is allocated 48
data subcarriers per OFDM symbol similarly to the L-STF
field 310, the L-LTF field 320, and the L-SIG field 330 for
backward compatibility, the L-LTF field 320 is used for chan-
nel estimation. However, the VHT-STF field 350 and the
VHT-LTF field 360 are transmitted after transmission of the
VHT-SIGA field 340, and for this, 52 data subcarriers are
used per OFDM symbol. Likewise, since the VHT-SIGB field
370 is transmitted using 52 data subcarriers, channel estima-
tion of the VHT-SIGB field 370 is performed by using the
VHT-LTF field 360. If it is assumed that the VHT-LTF field
360 and the HT-LTF field 226 of FIG. 2(5) use the same bit
sequence, it can be expressed by Equation 2 below, and the bit
sequence consists of 52 data subcarriers per one symbol
except for a DC subcarrier.

VHTLTF 556={1,1,1,1,-1,-1,1,1,1,-1,1-1L,L,L1,1,1,
1,-1,-,1,1,1,-1,1,-1,1,1,1,0,1,-1,-1,1,1,-1,1 -1,
1,-1,-1,-1,-1,-1,1,1,-1,-1,1,-,1,-1,1,1,1,1,-1,~
1}

Since Equation 1 and Equation 2 above are different from
each other, if the VHT-SIGA field 340 is transmitted using %2
(rotated) BPSK, the field has a size of 48 bits, and if the
VHT-SIGB field 370 is transmitted using % (rotated) BPSK,
the VHT-SIGB field 370 has a size of 26 bits.

The L-LTF field 320, consisting 0f 48 data subcarriers (i.e.,
subcarriers indexed with =26 to -1 and 1 to 26, where 4
subcarriers correspond to pilots) per symbol, may be used for
channel estimation of VHT-SIGA field 340, and the VHT-
LTF field 360 consisting of 52 data subcarriers (i.e., subcar-
riers indexed with —28 to -1 and 1 to 28, where 4 subcarriers
correspond to pilots) per symbol may be used for channel
estimation of VHT-SIGB field 370. A diagram of FIG. 4 for
showing a PPDU format transmitted or received in a VHT
WLAN system may be used herein by reference.

Referring to FIG. 4, channel estimation is performed based
on an L-LTF field 410 when an STA receives an L-SIG field
420 and a VHT-SIGA field 430 which are indicated by a
dotted shaded area. The VHT-SIGA field 430 is allocated to
two symbols, and has a size of 48 bits.

On the other hand, when the STA receives a VHT-SIGB
field 450 indicated by a slash shadow area, channel estimation
is performed based on a VHT-LTF field 440 (i.e., VHT LTF1,
VHT-LTF2, . . ., VHT-LTFx). The VHT-SIGB field 450 is
allocated to one symbol, and has a size of 26 bits.

When transmitting a data field 460, a modulation and cod-
ing scheme (MCS) may be optionally included in the VHT-
SIGA field 430 and/or the VHT-SIGB field 450. In addition,
the L-LTF for the VHT-SIGA field is transmitted omni-direc-
tionally, and the VHT-LTF 440 for the VHT-SIGB field 450 is
transmitted by performing beamforming based on a precod-
ing matrix.

52 data subcarriers per symbol is an exemplary case where
a parameter used in an HT WL AN system is directly used in

[Equation 2]
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a VHT WLAN system. If the VHT WLAN system is newly
designed, the number of data subcarriers per symbol may be
greater than 52, and a new VHT-LTF may be defined. That is,
if more than 48 data subcarriers can be transmitted per sym-
bol, the VHT-SIGB field greater than 24 bits may be trans-
mitted and thus the VHT-SIGB field and the VHT-SIGA field
may use different LTF bit sequences for channel estimation.

Referring back to FIG. 3, the VHT-SIGA field 340 uses a
cyclic shifting delay (CSD) in a transmission (Tx) antenna
domain (or time domain) so that it can be received by all STAs
that are paired in MU-MIMO transmission. On the other
hand, since the VHT-SIGB field 370 includes dedicated con-
trol information that must be received by a specific STA for
receiving the data field 380, the VHT-SIGB field 370 may be
transmitted by performing beamforming based on a precod-
ing matrix unlike the VHT-SIGA field 340.

When the data field 380 is transmitted through a plurality of
spatial streams, the VHT-SIGB field 370 is also transmitted
by performing beamforming by the use of the same precoding
matrix as that used in the data field 380. Unlike data contain-
ing information that can be transmitted through the plurality
of'spatial streams, a fixed amount of control information may
be included in the VHT-SIGB field 370. Therefore, the VHT-
SIGB field 370 may be preferably transmitted through one
spatial stream instead of being transmitted through a spatial
stream by performing beamforming based on the precoding
matrix.

If the VHT-SIGB field 370 is transmitted through one
spatial stream among the plurality of spatial streams through
which the data field 380 is transmitted, a specific spatial
stream through which the VHT-SIGB field 370 is transmitted
must be pre-agreed between a transmitting end and a receiv-
ing end. This can be implemented by assigning an identifiable
index to all MU-MIMO spatial streams transmitted to a plu-
rality of STAs and by allowing the VHT-SIGB field 370 to be
transmitted through a spatial stream having a first index value
of a spatial stream used for each STA or having a specific
index value.

If at least one or more spatial streams through which the
data field 380 is currently being transmitted in a pre-coded
virtual spatial domain are called an available sub-space, the
VHT-SIGB field 370 may be transmitted by selecting a spe-
cific spatial stream which is a specific sub-space of the avail-
able sub-space. However, in this case, the sub-space may not
an optimal sub-space for transmission. In addition, when
transmission is performed by selecting only one specific sub-
space from the available plurality of sub-spaces, if transmis-
sible maximum power exists in that sub-space, maximum
possible performance may not be acquired. This is because
the maximum transmissible transmission power is not fully
utilized in the transmitting end.

On the other hand, in a case where there is no restriction on
the maximum transmissible power in each sub-space, if the
VHT-SIGB field 370 is transmitted through only one sub-
space among the plurality of sub-spaces through which data is
being transmitted, power transmitted through that sub-space
may be further used for transmission by the number of sub-
spaces not used in the VHT-SIGB field 370. For example, if
the data field 380 is transmitted through two spatial streams
and the VHT-SIGB field 370 is transmitted through a first
spatial stream between the two spatial streams, power of a
signal for transmitting the VHT-SIGB field 370 may be
increased two times. In this case, a spatial stream not used in
transmission of the VHT-SIGB field 370 may be transmitting
by inserting NULL. This implies that there is no signal trans-
mitted by using a second spatial stream in the above example.
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In a case where the VHT-SIGB field 370 is transmitted
through a one specific spatial stream among a plurality of
spatial streams used for data field transmission, transmission
efficiency of the VHT-SIGB field 370 may not be optimized
even if signal power increases. This is because the transmis-
sion efficiency of the VHT-SIGB field 370 may be determined
by performance of the spatial stream itself. To solve this
problem, a method of transmitting the VHT-SIGB field 370
by using all spatial streams through which the data field 380
is transmitted is proposed. This may be implemented by using
a method of transmitting the VHT-SIGB field 370 by addi-
tionally applying a different precoding vector for the VHT-
SIGB field 370 and the data field 380 transmitted to a virtual
spatial stream domain. Hereinafter, an embodiment of the
present invention will be described in greater detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a PPDU frame format accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 5, a PPDU 500 includes an L-STF field
510, an L-LTF field 520, an L-SIG field 530, a VHT-SIGA
field 540, a VHT-STF field 550, a VHT-LTF field 560, a
VHT-SIGB field 570, and a data field 580. The fields included
in the PPDU 500 have the same meaning and usage as those
explained above, and thus details descriptions thereof will be
omitted.

When N denotes the number of spatial streams used for
transmission of the data field to a specific STA, the VHT-
SIGB field 570 may be mapped to a plurality of spatial
streams by applying a precoding vector having a size of
Ngsx1 to control information corresponding to one spatial
stream.

A spatial stream through which the VHT-SIGB field 570
and the data field 580 are transmitted corresponds to a sub-
space domain virtualized primarily by a precoding matrix Qk.
Therefore, when a precoding vector V, is secondarily applied
for transmission of the VHT-SIGB field 570, it corresponds to
re-virtualization of a domain which has already been virtual-
ized by the precoding matrix Q,. Since a sub-space through
which the VHT-SIGB field 570 is transmissible is identical to
a sub-space through which the data field 580 is transmitted,
when the precoding vector V, is applied, it implies that a
signal is transmitted by using only some of all sub-spaces.
Therefore, there is a need for a method of acquiring spatial
diversity while applying the precoding vector V.

In the present invention, in order to perform transmission
with the spatial diversity by applying the precoding vector V,,
the random vector V. pre-agreed between a transmitting end
and a receiving end can be applied for each frequency sub-
carrier. A method of alternately using a column vector of a
discrete Fourier transform (DFT) matrix is proposed so that
the vector V, that changes in a frequency axis is transmitted
across all sub-spaces to be spanned. This will be described by
reference to Equation 3 and Equation 4 below.

1 1 1 [Equation 3]
L eI g i1
Mper =
prr : R V)
| i Ty e T N-D0-1)
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-continued
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[Equation 4]

Equation 3 above expresses a normal DFT matrix, and
Equation 4 above expresses the precoding vector V, when the
number of spatial streams received by a specific STA is 3. The
precoding vector V, expressed in Equation 4 above is
repeated every three frequency subcarriers. Therefore, if the
VHT-SIGB field 570 spans three subcarriers, transmission is
performed by alternating all sub-spaces through which the
data field 580 is transmitted, and in this manner, spatial diver-
sity can be acquired.

Meanwhile, when a column vector included in a specific
unitary matrix is alternately used as the precoding vector V. to
be applied to the VHT-SIGB field 570 as described above, if
the total number of frequency subcarriers is indivisible by the
number of column vectors of the specific unitary matrix,
some of'the all sub-spaces through which the VHT-SIGB field
570 is transmitted may be transmitted more than other sub-
spaces. Therefore, as a method of evenly transmitting the all
sub-spaces through which the VHT-SIGB field 570 is trans-
missible to the maximum extent possible, additional cyclic
delay diversity may be applied.

In order to apply the additional cyclic delay diversity in the
transmission of the VHT-SIGB field 570, a phase shift per
frequency subcarrier may be performed for each vector ele-
ment. For this, to perform the phase shift per frequency sub-
carrier, multiplication may be performed while increasing an
absolute value of power of an exponential function with a
base of a natural constant. For example, if N denotes the total
number of frequency subcarriers, when spatial streams that
must be received by a specific STA are indexed from 0, a value
acquired by performing a phase shift to be applied to a spatial
stream having a (k-1)th index value can be expressed by

e
—ja k=D,
o INg ki

Herein, n is a cyclic delay value, and more specifically, may
be 1 or2. It can be expressed in a normal vector form as shown
in Equation 5 below.

1
.21
—jrkn
e INF

i 25 kan

Ved = e 'NF

.21
2R ke (Ngg—1
¢ gk Nss=m

Herein, N¢ denotes the total number of spatial streams
required for transmission of the VHT-SIGB 570 and the data
field 580, k denotes an index value of a frequency subcarrier,
N denotes the total number of all frequency subcarriers, and
n denotes a cyclic delay value.

A PPDU format based on the transmission method accord-
ing to the aforementioned embodiment of the present inven-
tion can be expressed by FIG. 6 and FIG. 7.
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FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 show examples of the PPDU format
according to the embodiment of the present invention.
Regarding the PPDU format, a VHT LTF field is expressed in
detail in FIG. 6, and a VHT-SIGB field is expressed in detail
in FIG. 7.

Referring to FIG. 6, the VHT LTF is transmitted by multi-
plying an orthogonal transform matrix to perform channel
estimation for each spatial stream. In the orthogonal trans-
form matrix, the number of columns may be determined by
the number of OFDM symbols used for transmission of the
VHT-LTF, and the number of rows may be determined by the
number of spatial streams allocated to a specific STA which is
MU-MIMO paired. In FIG. 6,a VHT-LTF to be transmitted to
an STA 1 is transmitted by using 4 OFDM symbols through 3
spatial streams, and thus the orthogonal transform matrix may
be a 3x4 matrix.

Referring to FIG. 7, it is enough for the VHT-SIGB field to
be normally transmitted to a specific STA. The VHT-SIGB
field may be transmitted by multiplying a specific transform
vector since spatial multiplexing to a plurality of spatial
streams is not necessary. The specific transform vector may
be the aforementioned additional precoding vector V,, or may
be a precoding vector to which a cyclic delay vector is addi-
tionally applied. The number of rows of the transform vector
may be determined by the number of spatial streams allocated
to the specific STA which is MU-MIMO paired. In FIG. 7, the
VHT-SIGB field to be transmitted to the STA 1 does not have
to be subjected to spatial multiplexing using 3 spatial streams,
and thus may be a 3x1 vector matrix.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a method of transmitting a
PPDU according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 8, an access point (AP) 810 transmits
common control information to an STA 820 (S810). The
common control information may be transmitted by being
included in a VHT-SIGA field of the PPDU.

The AP 810 performs precoding on dedicated control
information to be transmitted to the STA 820 by using a first
precoding matrix to generate first precoded dedicated control
information (S820). A first precoding matrix is a matrix for
precoding data to be transmitted to the STA 820 by using a
MIMO scheme. The generation of the first precoded dedi-
cated control information can be implemented by performing
precoding on a VHT-SIGA field including the dedicated con-
trol information by the use of the first precoding matrix.

The AP 810 performs precoding on the first precoded dedi-
cated control information by using a second precoding matrix
to generate second precoded dedicated control information
(S830). The generation of the second precoded dedicated
control information can be implemented by performing pre-
coding on a first precoded VHT-SIGA field by using a second
precoding matrix.

The AP 810 transmits the second precoded dedicated con-
trol information to the STA 820 (S840).

The AP 810 generates precoded data by using the first
precoding matrix (S850).

The AP 810 transmits the precoded data to the STA 820
(S860).

If common control information, more specifically, a group
identifier (ID) included in the common control information,
indicates MU-MIMO transmission, the STA decodes the sec-
ond precoded dedicated control information and thereafter
interprets precoded data. If the group ID included in the
common control information indicates single user (SU) trans-
mission, the second precoded dedicated control information
may not be decoded.

Referring back to FIG. 5, since the VHT WLAN system
supports MU-MIMO transmission, the VHT-SIGB fields 570
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to be transmitted to a plurality of different STAs are transmit-
ted respectively to a plurality of different STAs. In this case,
the VHT-SIGB field 570 transmitted to each STA paired to the
AP may be generated in similar cases. The VHT-SIGB field
570 includes a tail bit, a frame length, and an MCS value for
different STAs. When the AP provides a service to many
STAs that wait to receive the service, there may be a case
where a possibility of providing the same-length frame is
high, the tail bit is similar since it is always 0, and several bits
of the MCS value are different. In this case, similar bits are
encoded, and thus spatial interference may occur in which the
VHT-SIGB field 570 transmitted for a specific STA has an
effect on another VHT-SIGB field transmitted for another
STA. As aresult, an unnecessary field may be detected rather
than detecting a necessary VHT-SIGB field.

To solve such as problem, the VHT-SIGB field transmitted
to each of paired STAs may be subjected to bit scrambling.
The bit scrambling may be performed before or after encod-
ing the VHT-SIGB field.

Hereinafter, a scrambling method applicable to the present
invention will be described. A scrambling code used for
scrambling may be generated in various manners, and appli-
cable examples will be described hereinafter.

First, the scrambling code may be generated based on an
association ID (AID) which is a unique ID of each STA. The
AP allocates the AID to each STA within a BSS. Each STA is
identifiable by the AID since there is no possibility that the
AID overlaps in the BSS. Therefore, when the scrambling
code is generated by using the AID as a scrambling initiator,
a different scrambling code may be allocated to each STA.

Second, the scrambling code may be generated based on a
group index for MU-MIMO transmission. The present
embodiment proposes to use an N ¢ field included in the
VHT-SIGA field as one index. It is assumed that a set of
scrambling codes is pre-defined. This will be described in
greater detail with reference to the accompanying drawing.

FIG. 9 shows an example of bit scrambling applicable to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 9, a PPDU 900 is transmitted to an STA
1 and an STA 2 by using a MU-MIMO scheme. The PPDU
900 includes a VHT-SIGA field 910 for the STA 1 and the
STA 2. The VHT-SIGA field 910 includes an N ¢ subfield
911 forthe STA 1 and an N, subfield 912 for the STA 2. The
Nz subfields 911 and 912 are fields for indicating the num-
ber or position of space-time streams allocated to each STA.
The number of N, subfields 911 and 912 to be included may
be equal to the number of STAs which are MU-MIMO paired
to an AP. In FIG. 9, the number of The N, subfields 911 and
912 that can be included in the VHT-SIGA field 910 may be
two for the STA 1 and the STA 2. Therefore, the N¢,¢ sub-
fields 911 and 912 may be used as indicators for identifying
the MU-MIMO paired STAs.

Index values are assigned to the N, subfields 911 and 912
in the VHT-SIGA field 910. Each index value may match to a
unique scrambling code. The scrambling code may corre-
spond to information known to the AP and all STAs which are
MU-MIMO paired to the AP.

In the generation of the PPDU 900, when the VHT-SIGB
field 920 is scrambled, the AP may select a scrambling code
based on positions of the N, subfields 911 and 912 included
in the VHT-SIGA field 910. In the figure, the N, subfield
911 for the STA 1 is located at a first position in the VHT-
SIGA field 910 and a value ‘1’ is assigned as an index value.
Therefore, ‘1 1 1 1” is selected as a scrambling code to be
applied to the VHT-SIGB field 921 to be transmitted to the
STA 1. Likewise, the N, subfield 912 for the STA 2 is
located in a second position in the VHT-SIGA field 910, and
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avalue ‘2’ is assigned as an index value. Therefore, ‘101 0’
may be selected as a scrambling code to be applied to the
VHT-SIGB field 922 to be transmitted to the STA 2. The AP
scrambles each of the VHT-SIGB fields 911 and 912 by using
a corresponding scrambling code.
The MU-MIMO paired STA receives the PPDU 900, and
confirms the positions of the N, subfields 911 and 912 for
the STA within the VHT-SIGA field 910. The STA confirms
an index value by using the positions of the N .- subfields 911
and 912 and thus can know scrambling codes applied to the
VHT-SIGB fields 921 and 922. Therefore, the STA can
descramble the VHT-SIGB fields 921 and 922 for the STA.
Although there are four types of scrambling codes each of
which has a size of 4 bits in the example of FI1G. 9, the number
of types of scrambling codes may be less than or greater than
4.
Third, a pseudo noise (PN) sequence may be used as a
scrambling code. The AP transmits a PPDU by applying the
PN sequence to a VHT-SIGB field. In addition, the PN
sequence used herein may be reported to each STA. Although
‘10110111000” is used as the PN sequence in the WLAN
standard, this is for exemplary purposes only, and thus
another sequence may be defined and used. In addition, if
there is a plurality of PN sequences, each of different PN
sequences may be applied as a scrambling code.
FIG. 101is ablock diagram showing a wireless apparatus to
which an embodiment of the present invention is applicable.
A wireless apparatus 1000 may be an AP or an STA.
Referring to FIG. 10, the wireless apparatus 1000 includes
a processor 1010, a memory 1020, and a transceiver 1030.
The transceiver 1030 transmits and/or receives a radio signal,
and implements an IEEE 802.11 physical layer. The proces-
sor 1010 is operationally coupled to the transceiver 1030, and
implements a physical layer for implementing the embodi-
ment of the present invention shown in FIG. 3 to FIG. 9 in
order to transmit a PPDU.
The processor 1010 and/or the transceiver 1030 may
include an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a
separate chipset, a logic circuit, and/or a data processing unit.
When the embodiment of the present invention is imple-
mented in software, the aforementioned methods can be
implemented with a module (i.e., process, function, etc.) for
performing the aforementioned functions. The module may
be stored in the memory 1020 and may be performed by the
processor 1010. The memory 1020 may be located inside or
outside the processor 1010, and may be coupled to the pro-
cessor 1010 by using various well-known means.
What is claimed is:
1. A method for transmitting data in a wireless local area
network, the method comprising:
transmitting, by a transmitter, a first long training field
(LTF) to a receiver;

transmitting, by the transmitter, a very high throughput
(VHT)-SIG-A field to the receiver;

transmitting, by a transmitter, a second LTF for multiple
input multiple output (MIMO) channel estimation to the
receiver;,

transmitting, by the transmitter, a VHT-SIG-B field to the

receiver; and

transmitting, by the transmitter, a data field to the receiver;

wherein the first LTF, the VHT-SIG-A field, the second

LTF, the VHT-SIG-B field and the data field are sequen-
tially transmitted,

wherein the second LTF and the data field are mapped to at

least one spatial stream based on a mapping matrix,
wherein the first LTF and the VHT SIG-A field are not
applied by the mapping matrix, and
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wherein the VHT-SIG-B field is mapped to the at least one
spatial stream based on a single column vector and the
mapping matrix.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the single column vector
is determined based on a number of the at least one spatial
stream.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the VHT-SIG-A field
includes information indicating the number of the at least one
spatial stream.

4. A device for a wireless local area network, the device
comprising:

a transceiver configured to transmit and receive radio sig-

nals; and

aprocessor operatively coupled to the transceiver and con-

figured to:
instruct the transceiver to transmit a first long training field
(LTF) to a receiver;

instruct the transceiver to transmit a very high throughput
(VHT)-SIG-A field to the receiver;

instruct the transceiver to transmit a second LTF for mul-
tiple input multiple output (MIMO) channel estimation
to the receiver;

instruct the transceiver to transmit a VHT-SIG-B field to

the receiver; and

instruct the transceiver to transmit a data field to the

receiver,

wherein the first LTF, the VHT-SIG-A field, the second

LTF, the VHT-SIG-B field and the data field are sequen-
tially transmitted,

wherein the second LTF and the data field are mapped to at

least one spatial stream based on a mapping matrix,
whererin the first LTF and the VHT SIG-A field are not
applied by the mapping matrix, and

wherein the VHT-SIG-B field is mapped to the at least one

spatial stream based on a single column vector and the
mapping matrix.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the single column vector
is determined based on a number of the at least one spatial
stream.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the VHT-SIG-A field
includes information indicating the number of the at least one
spatial stream.

7. A method for receiving data in a wireless local area
network, the method comprising:

receiving, by a receiver, a first long training field (LTF)

from to a transmitter;
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receiving, by the receiver, a very high throughput (VHT)-
SIG-A field from the transmitter;

receiving, by the receiver, a second LTF for multiple input
multiple output (MIMO) channel estimation from the
transmitter;

receiving, by the receiver, a VHT-SIG-B field from the
transmitter; and

receiving, by the receiver, a data field from the transmitter,

wherein the first LTF, the VHT-SIG-A field, the second
LTF, the VHT-SIG-B field and the data field are sequen-
tially received,

wherein the second LTF and the data field are mapped to at
least one spatial stream based on a mapping matrix,

wherein the first LTF and the VHT SIG-A field are not
applied by the mapping matrix, and

wherein the VHT-SIG-B field is mapped to the at least one
spatial stream based on a single column vector and the
mapping matrix.

8. A device for a wireless local area network, the device

comprising:

a transceiver configured to transmit and receive radio sig-
nals; and

a processor operatively coupled to the transceiver and con-
figured to:

instruct the transceiver to receive a first long training field
(LTF) from a transmitter;

instruct the transceiver to receive a very high throughput
(VHT)-SIG-A field from the transmitter;

instruct the transceiver to receive a second LTF for multiple
input multiple output (MIMO) channel estimation from
the transmitter;

instruct the transceiver to receive a VHT-SIG-B field from
the transmitter; and

instruct the transceiver to receive a data field from the
transmitter,

wherein the first LTF, the VHT-SIG-A field, the second
LTF, the VHT-SIG-B field and the data field are sequen-
tially received,

wherein the second LTF and the data field are mapped to at
least one spatial stream based on a mapping matrix,

wherein the first LTF and the VHT SIG-A field are not
applied by the mapping matrix, and

wherein the VHT-SIG-B field is mapped to the at least one
spatial stream based on a single column vector and the
mapping matrix.
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